
The following information was provided to NIST/OWM from FDA upon initial submittal of the original proposal in 
2017.   The citation for pet food or chews is as follows    

Title 21: Food and Drugs  
PART 501—ANIMAL FOOD LABELING  
Subpart F—Exemptions From Animal Food Labeling Requirements  

21 CFR 501.105   Declaration of net quantity of contents when exempt.   (hyperlinked) 

(a) The principal display panel of a food in package form shall bear a declaration of the net quantity of contents. 
This shall be expressed in the terms of weight, measure, numerical count, or a combination of numerical count 
and weight or measure. The statement shall be in terms of fluid measure if the food is liquid, or in terms of weight 
if the food is solid, semisolid, or viscous, or a mixture of solid and liquid; except that such statement may be in 
terms of dry measure if the food is a fresh fruit, fresh vegetable, or other dry commodity that is customarily sold 
by dry measure. If there is a firmly established general consumer usage and trade custom of declaring the contents 
of a liquid by weight, or a solid, semisolid, or viscous product by fluid measure, it may be used. Whenever the 
Commissioner determines that an existing practice of declaring net quantity of contents by weight, measure, 
numerical count, or a combination in the case of a specific packaged food does not facilitate value comparisons 
by consumers and offers opportunity for consumer confusion, he will by regulation designate the 
appropriate term or terms to be used for such commodity.  

(c) When the declaration of quantity of contents by numerical count does not give adequate information as 
to the quantity of food in the package, it shall be combined with such statement of weight, measure, or size 
of the individual units of the foods as will provide such information. 

 

Within the Pet Food Institute and AAFCO cite CFR that is for nutritional labeling for animal food and does not 
pertain to the net weight statement that is to appear on the principal display panel. 

21 CFR 501.8 Labeling of animal food with number of servings. 

(a) The label of any package of a food which bears a representation as to the number of servings contained in 
such package shall bear in immediate conjunction with such statement, and in the same size type as is used for 
such statement, a statement of the net quantity (in terms of weight, measure, or numerical count) of each such 
serving; however, such statement may be expressed in terms that differ from the terms used in the required 
statement of net quantity of contents (for example, cupfuls, tablespoonfuls, etc.) when such differing term is 
common to cookery and describes a constant quantity. Such statement may not be misleading in any particular. 
A statement of the number of units in a package is not in itself a statement of the number of servings. 
 
(b) If there exists a voluntary product standard promulgated pursuant to the procedures found in 15 CFR part 10 
by the Department of Commerce, quantitatively defining the meaning of the term serving with respect to a 
particular food, then any label representation as to the number of servings in such packaged food shall correspond 
with such quantitative definition. (Copies of published standards are available upon request from the National 
Bureau of Standards, Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20234.) 
 

  

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=de8a205dc418c9f94e1f595c226d857f&mc=true&n=pt21.6.501&r=PART&ty=HTML
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=de8a205dc418c9f94e1f595c226d857f&mc=true&n=sp21.6.501.f&r=SUBPART&ty=HTML
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=de8a205dc418c9f94e1f595c226d857f&mc=true&node=se21.6.501_1105&rgn=div8
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=49c14e1de6476fb980e5d180d2c24725&mc=true&n=pt21.6.501&r=PART&ty=HTML#se21.6.501_18


As noted 501.105 (a) this is the same language that applies to 21 CFR 101.7 for labeling guidelines for food for 
human consumption 21 CFR 101.7 (FDA, Subchapter B.  Food for Human Consumption, PART 101 -- FOOD 
LABELING, Subpart A—General Provisions 

 

21 CFR 101.7 Declaration of net quantity of contents.  

(a)  The principal display panel of a food in package form shall bear a declaration of the net quantity of contents.  
This shall be expressed in the terms of weight, measure, numerical count, or a combination of numerical count 
and weight or measure.  

The statement shall be in terms of fluid measure if the food is liquid, or in terms of weight if the food is solid, 
semisolid, or viscous, or a mixture of solid and liquid;  

Except that such statement may be in terms of dry measure if the food is a fresh fruit, fresh vegetable, or other 
dry commodity that is customarily sold by dry measure.  

If there is a firmly established general consumer usage and trade custom of declaring the contents of a liquid by 
weight, or a solid, semisolid, or viscous product by fluid measure, it may be used.  

Whenever the Commissioner determines that an existing practice of declaring net quantity of contents by 
weight, measure, numerical count, or a combination in the case of a specific packaged food does not facilitate 
value comparisons by consumers and offers opportunity for consumer confusion, he will by regulation designate 
the appropriate term or terms to be used for such commodity. 

… 

(c)  When the declaration of quantity of contents by numerical count does not give adequate information as to 
the quantity of food in the package, it shall be combined with such statement of weight, measure, or size of the 
individual units of the foods as will provide such information. 

 

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cdrh/cfdocs/cfcfr/CFRSearch.cfm?CFRPart=101
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cdrh/cfdocs/cfcfr/CFRSearch.cfm?CFRPart=101
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cdrh/cfdocs/cfcfr/CFRSearch.cfm?fr=101.7
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