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Labeling of Master Produce 
Cartons and RPCs



Produce Traceability Initiative (PTI) 
• PTI requires standardization of corrugated shipping container and 

Returnable Plastic Container (RPC) labeling 

• 55-60% of all produce shipping containers cases in  the US are 
currently labeled 

• RPCs allow for a 2” x 4” label
• Limited space on the label

• Industry requirements occupy 100% of label space

• Total net quantity of shipping container is understood between 
buyers and sellers.

• i.e. 16 – 16oz is understood to be a total carton quantity of 16 lbs.



Total net quantity challenges
• Total net quantity inclusion on label would require a redesign of all labels 

in circulation (~3.6 billion)

• Label size would have to be increased
– RPCs would have to be redesigned and or modified as packers use same 

label for corrugated shipping containers and RPCs

• Could increase price of fresh produce to consumers 
• Total Net Quantity is not a trade issue between buyers and sellers
• Total Net Quantity does not affect consumers
• Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act (PACA) covers all trade disputes 

between fresh produce buyers and sellers



Label examples



Label examples
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Proposed Solution
• An exemption to exempt multi-unit, non-consumer packages of 

fresh fruit and vegetable from Section 10.4 (c)



Questions?
Ed Treacy
Vice President – Supply Chain Efficiency
Produce Marketing Association
Office: 302.607.2118
etreacy@pma.com

Dan Vaché
Vice President – Supply Chain Management
United Fresh Produce Association
Office: 425.629.6271
dvache@unitedfresh.org

Matt McInerney
Senior Executive Vice President
Western Growers Association
Office:  949.885.2263
mmcinerney@wga.com
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