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OWM’s Replacement Proposal for B6: SCL-22.3  

 

B6: SCL-22.3     D       UR.3.3. Single-Draft Vehicle Weighing, and UR.3.4. Axle and Axle Group 

Weight Values. 

 

 

Item Under Consideration: Amend NIST Handbook 44, Scales Code as follows: 

UR.3.3. Single-Draft Vehicle Weighing. – A vehicle or a coupled-vehicle combination shall be 

commercially weighed on a vehicle scale only as a single draft.  That is, the total weight of such a 

vehicle or combination shall not be determined by adding together the results obtained by separately 

and not simultaneously weighing each end of such vehicle or individual elements of such coupled 

combination.  However, the weight of: 

(a) a coupled combination may be determined by uncoupling the various elements (tractor, semitrailer, 

trailer), weighing each unit separately as a single draft, and adding together the results; or 

(b) a vehicle or coupled-vehicle combination may be determined by adding together the weights 

obtained while all individual elements are resting simultaneously on more than one scale 

platform. 

Note:  This paragraph does not apply to highway-law-enforcement scales, and scales used for the 

collection of statistical data, or scales used to charge a fee for the service of providing weights of 

the different axle-, axle-group loads, and total weight of vehicles and coupled-vehicle 

combinations when the only use of those values is to determine compliance with highway legal 

load limits and safe distribution of the load.   

(Added 1992) 

 

UR.3.4. Weighing of Axle- and Axle-Group Loads – Establishing weight values for the different 

individual axle- and axle-group loads of a vehicle or coupled-vehicle combination is oftentimes 

necessary to verify compliance with state and federal highway load limits.   When a fee is 

charged for the use of an axle-load scale or vehicle scale to determine such values, the 

transaction is considered “commercial” under the provisions of the General Code paragraph G-

A.1. Commercial and Law Enforcement Equipment and the scale shall comply with all 

applicable NIST Handbook 44 requirements for commercial weighing systems.  

 

When weight values for axle- and/or axle-group loads are obtained using multiple-independent 

platform vehicle scales systems where all parts of the vehicle or coupled-vehicle combination 

being weighed are simultaneously positioned on live elements of the scale, the values for the 

different axle- and axle-group loads may be summed to establish the commercial gross weight.   

 

In no case, however, shall a summed result of the different axle- and axle-group loads of a 

vehicle or coupled vehicle combination weighed in multiple drafts be used for commercial 
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purposes except as provided in subparts (a) and (b) of paragraph UR.3.3. Single-Draft Vehicle 

Weighing 

 

Renumber existing paragraphs UR.3.4 through UR.3.12. 

 


